Ed Committee Year in Review 2025-2026

Educator Grants 

For the 2025-2026 school year, a total of 8 Educator Grants were awarded for a total of $8000.  These programs reached all of our kindergarten,  elementary school students, high school students, and the preschool children in the ORRHS Early Education and Care program. 

Fall 2025
· The 2nd graders from Center School participated in the Currents in Concert program.  This program combines music and science exploring global ocean currents, the physics of wind driven waves, and internal waves. Musicians from the New Bedford Symphony and researchers from  Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution work with the students over several months of activities which conclude with a concert of student-written music.

· The ORRHS Early Childhood Education Program took a field trip to Silverbrook Farm.   This project connected preschoolers and high school seniors with local agriculture through hands-on exploration of a working farm, to develop an understanding of where food comes from, the role farms play in the community, and the importance of seasonal cycles.

· Additionally, the Ed Committee provided flower bulbs to the ORRHS students working to beautify campus and to the OHS 5th graders to learn about plants and continuing their tradition of planting the flower bulbs around their school.

Spring 2026

· The kindergarteners at Center School took a field trip to the Zeiterion Theater to experience a musical that ties science, art, and literacy.  The students used their enthusiasm from the performance to design and build bridges in the classroom!  

· The 2nd grade students at Center School took a field trip to Heritage Museum and Gardens to explore the gardens, make observations about the local flora and fauna, learn about local habitats - particularly cranberries, and how plants and animals interact with their environment.
· ORRHS students enhanced their Native Garden program by learning how to compost, researching and assembling the composting equipment.  Beginning in the fall, the students will compost lunchroom kitchen scraps, track the biological processes, and incorporate the finished compost into the gardens to enhance the soil.
· The 6th graders at Old Hammondtown School went on their annual Cuttyhunk STEAM Academy field trip.  The students enjoyed a warm and sunny day of workshops on Cuttyhunk learning about the island, its history and inhabitants as well as exploring its salt marshes and beach areas, and learning about oyster farming and crabbing.  They even put on waders to explore the tidal zone in the harbor.
· 5th graders at Old Hammondtown School studied the animals which were interacting with the vernal pool behind the school through new trail cameras.   They collected data on animals and the times they visited the pool, observed the behavior of coyotes, raccoons, squirrels, turtles and deer. Next year, the students will expand on the study.
· The 2nd grade students at Center School participated in the annual Sunflower Program, learning the lifecycle of sunflowers by growing them in the classroom and planting them at Dunseith Gardens. The program teaches the students about the parts of the flowers, how to grow them, and how environmental factors affect growth, as well as the importance of community service.

Non-Educator Grant Programs

· In June, we hosted the 4th annual the Music in the Park experience for the students in the Southeastern Massachusetts Educational Collaborative program.  The private outdoor concert in Munro Park along Mattapoisett Harbor provided a scenic backdrop to a magical morning of live music.  This year, the program was expanded to include students from the OHS and ORRHS SMEC programs as well as students from the ORRHS ISP program. 
· We plan to support the establishment of an Outdoor Classroom space by the Early Education Program at ORRHS by donating tree stumps to be used for seating.  

· In the fall, we will also support the Plantonic  Storywalk by collaborating with ORRHS art teacher Kate Butler and Allison Baker to display a student-created story walk at the MLT Munro property.  The story is a picture book designed, written, and illustrated by students through a multi-year collaboration.  The preschoolers created ocean colored paintings which were used by the HS art students to make ocean creature pictures. Students researched plankton and worked with a local children’s author to write the story.

Massachusetts Cultural Council grants 

· In October, we applied to Mattapoisett, Marion, and Rochester Cultural Councils and received a total of $3750 in grants to support our programs!

Staycation activities
We updated and created new activities for families to do over the February and April school vacations

· Our Winter and Spring Scavenger Hunts were updated and new ones were added - for a total of 4 properties.  Laminated Scavenger Hunt pages were hung at the kiosks for these properties for families to use on their property exploration.

· New Winter, Spring, and Summer Tree Bingo cards were created this spring to add another element of property exploration to our Munro and Betsey’s Meadow properties. These sheets were also laminated and placed at the kiosk for use on the properties.

· The Committee collaborated with the Children’s Librarians to create a Winter and Spring display for our Staycation Activities which included the Scavenger Hunts, Bingo Cards, Trail Maps, Trial Passports, children’s books on topics found on the scavenger hunt and the MFPL MOBY Backpacks.

· Student Delegate Olivia Thompson planned a community Starry Night event at Grace Preserve.  She invited guest astronomers from Skyscrapers to explain what was visible in the night sky and help attendees get the most out of the viewing.  Unfortunately, the  event had to be cancelled due to poor weather.

· The Spring Staycation included a hands-on activity at Dunseith led by Jocelyn which focused on the book Carl and the Meaning of Life which explores the importance of earth worms.  The program included a reading of the story, a worm search, and planting marigolds for attendees to take home.

· Diane planned an Owl Prowl program consisting of a short briefing in the parking lot to discuss what we hoped to find - what to look for and what to listen for.  The walk will focus on the Barred, Great Horned, and Eastern Screech Owls.  This event is still in the planning phase and will be held at a future date.     

· To complement the Owl Prowl event, we will collaborate with the Mattapoisett Library and the community to showcase our local wild life/nature photographers with a “Wildlife in Mattapoisett” photographic display.

Sticker contest
  
The Ed Committee collaborated with the ORRHS art teacher Kate Butler and her visual arts students (and a few others) to create a new MLT sticker.  The students designed a sticker based on the MLT mission of Stewardship, Education, and Preservation.  The entries were judged by the Committee and MLT members.  The top two entries received donated gift cards from local businesses and the winning entry was printed up.  The stickers are given to all students and teachers who participate in the Ed Committee programs, and to all members with their membership renewal.
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· The Blanche B. Perry scholarship has been awarded to Linden White.  Linden is an outstanding student at ORRHS and has contributed much to our community.  All 4 years, he has been on the ORRHS track and cross country teams, has been on the ORRHS sailing team, and has been in the school’s band and drama clubs.  In addition, he is in the National Honor Society and was elected to the Massachusetts Boy State Councilman program.  In his spare time, he has volunteered helping with the Tour de  Creme, the Sippican Healthcare Center Memoir Project, the MassBike rides, and the Mattapoisett July 4 road race.  He plans to pursue Engineering at UNH or Tufts this fall.
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· Unfortunately, there were no applicants for the Priscilla Hathaway Art scholarship this year.  The Ed Committee is working with teachers at ORRHS to garner more student interest in the scholarship next year.  

